
Sunday July 5, 2020 Psalm 8 “Lord, How Majestic is Your Name in All the 

Earth” 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
Amen. Our text for this day is Psalm 8, a psalm of David. 

1 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

Set this glory of Yours above the heavens. 

2 From the lips of little children and nursing babies 

    You have established strength because of Your foes, 

        to put a stop to the enemy and the avenger. 

3 Whenever I look up at Your heavens, the works of Your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, which You have set in place— 

4 what is man that you remember Him, 

the Son of Man that You pay attention to Him! 

5 Nevertheless, You make Him suffer need, 

    apart from God for a while, 

but You crown Him with glory and honor. 

6 You make Him the ruler over the works of Your hands. 

You put everything under His feet: 

7 all flocks and cattle, and even the wild animals, 

8 the birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea, 

    which pass through the currents of the seas. 

9 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

We pray: Dear God and Father, give us and renew in each of us a love for Your Word. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Dear friends in Christ Jesus, in these Sundays after Trinity, here at Resurrection we are 
using the Psalms as the basis of our Sunday meditations.  The 150 Psalms inspired by 
God are part of Old Testament Scriptures. 



This Psalm, Psalm 8 along with many others were written by David, the shepherd boy, 

the king, the sinner, the restored child of God. Psalm 8 offers us encouragement and 

hope in the midst of a sinful, broken, fallen, fleeting world. Psalm 8 redirects our minds 

from the problems and troubles of our day to Him, who is our God, our Lord, the 

One-true God, in whom alone is their salvation and life. Psalm 8 is a psalm that helps us 

see that our life is overflowing with our Lord’s blessings.  Yes, Psalm 8 is a psalm that 

causes us to shout, “Lord, How Majestic Is Your Name in All the Earth!” 

First, the Heavens Declare It!  

The Psalmist says, “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the 

earth! You have set Your glory above the heavens. When I consider Your heavens, the 

work of Your fingers, the moon, and the stars, which You have set in place,” David 

must have been a bit of a stargazer. There is something about looking at the stars 

that—on the one hand, causes us to be filled with awe and wonder at the might and 

the wisdom of our Creator-God. But on the other hand, we can gaze at all those stars 

and start to feel a tad bit insignificant.  

Astronomers tell us that there are one hundred billion galaxies, and that 

each galaxy contains more than one hundred billion stars. The Guinness Book of World 

Records states that recently a new group of cocoon-shaped clusters of galaxies was 

discovered. The distance across this group of galaxies was calculated at six hundred and 

fifty million light years!  You and I cannot wrap our brains around numbers like that. 

And yet this is nothing for our infinite God who hung each star in its orbit in the first 



place. In Psalm 147:4-5 we are told, “(Our God) determines the number of the stars 

and calls them each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His 

understanding has no limit." Well, you and I should say so along with the psalmist! You 

and I worship and praise the Creator God who made those billions of stars.  

We think of our own star—the one we know as the sun, some 93 million 

miles from our earth. A perfect distance. The sun is far enough away from the earth 

that our planet’s surface temperatures it welcoming to life, yet our earth is in an orbit 

close enough to the sun, that we also do not freeze to death in a perpetual night.  

Do we understand David’s point? We believe and trust in the Lord for whom 

the work of creating huge galaxies was little more than detailed finger work, like fine 

needlepoint. Yes, we really can believe that the Lord God, who created the vast 

expanses of our universe, can control, watch over, and care for this one planet we 

know as earth? Yes, we must exclaim in praise to our Creator God! Lord How Majestic 

Is Your Name in all the earth! Yes, The Heavens declare it!  

Secondly, this Earth Declares It!  

When we gaze at the stars for a while, you can start to feel a tad bit 

insignificant. Yes, Lord, why do You pay any attention at all to this one tiny little sphere 

in Your universe, this planet we call our earth? And Lord, why is it that You have given 

us such a wonderful creation?  David says, concerning our live on this earth, “You have 

put all things under His feet, all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds 

of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.” David’s 



obviously referring back to the Creation account, where the Lord God told Adam and 

Eve that they and all their children were to rule over this world and everything in it.  

We behold this world in which we live. Vast forests filled with majestic white 

pines and hard woods like oak and maple. Fields, orchards, and land by which is 

maintained and sustained on the earth. All the animals, too. And all the creatures of 

the sea. Including one that is longer than 3 dump trucks, heavier than 110 Honda Civics, 

and has a heart the size of a Volkswagen Beetle. That would be the blue whale. The 

blue whale eats 4 tons of krill a day--that is 3 million calories! Even a baby blue whale 

can put away 100 gallons of milk every 24 hours.  When a blue whale surfaces, it takes 

in the largest breath of air of any creature on our planet. Its spray shoots higher into 

the air than the height of a telephone pole.  

Our God made that Blue Whale. Just as He made the majestic lions, and the 

silly-looking giraffes. He also made the eagles that soar above the skies of blue.  And He 

made those little hummingbirds that give so much joy to young and old, who in their 

annual migration fly thousand of miles every year.  

My fellow redeemed we can truly believe that the Lord God who fashioned 

all these creatures with such loving care, is watching over you and me? My brothers 

and sisters in Christ He who watches over the blue whales and the hummingbird is also 

keeping an accurate count of every hair on our head, just as Jesus said? (Luke 12:7)  

Yes, Lord, How Majestic Is Your Name! The Heavens declare it. This earth declares it.  

Thirdly, Little Children Declare It!  



Though the heavens and our earth may declare the majesty of our Lord, 

theirs is a praise without conscious thought. Without words. Without love. Far more 

precious than the testimony of countless galaxies are the simple prayers and songs of 

one little child. David tells us, “From the lips of little children and nursing babies You 

have ordained praise because of Your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.”  

Jesus loves the little children, doesn’t He? He urges that they all be brought 

to Him. (Matthew 19:14) In Matthew 21:16, Jesus quotes this Psalm. Why? To prove 

what so many in our world, even Christians, refuse to believe. That little children, by 

God’s power and grace alone, can and do believe in Jesus! Thus, little children, because 

of their God-given trust, are far wiser in the Lord’s eyes than many of the so-called 

Bible scholars today. These people who dare to lecture God and their fellow men on 

the so-called errors and inconsistencies that they have found in the Scriptures and who 

love to debate about which words of the Gospels Jesus really said. These scholars, who 

are in reality fools, who tell us that the best faith is one that questions.  

Little children, on the other hand, loudly and simply sing, “Jesus loves me 

this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” Theirs is a simple trust, and that is what our Lord 

wants! That is why Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like 

little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever 

humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 

18:3-4) Stop doubting, but rather believe! Become and remain a little child in your 

faith! Every day say with David, “Lord, How Majestic Is Your Name!”  



Fourthly Your Son Proves It!  

At first reading, we might read through this Psalm, and not see a word in it 

about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Savior. At first reading. But then we look a little 

closer, and a phrase catches our eye, “Son of Man.” And we remember how Jesus 

during His earthly ministry used that as His favourite title. It emphasized His humanity, 

how He came to be one of us. It emphasized His humility, how He was willing to 

sacrifice everything to save us.  

And that is what this Psalm also lets us see. For Psalm 8 is what is called a                  

Messianic Psalm. It gives us a little glimpse into God’s wondrous plan to save us. The                

Psalmist says, “You made Him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned              

Him with glory and honor.” Those are words that are quoted twice in the New               

Testament.  

First, we find these words in the book of Hebrews, chapter 2, verses 6-9. 

There we read how Jesus was made a little lower than the heavenly beings. 

A little lower than the angels, when Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary in that humble stall in Bethlehem. 

A little lower than the angels when Jesus was helped by those heavenly 

messengers at the time of His temptation in the desert by Satan, and later in the 

garden of Gethsemane. (Matthew 4:11; Luke 22:43)  



A little lower than the angels when our Lord’s enemies refused to recognize 

Him as true God and instead dismissed Him as a lowly carpenter, and later mocked Him 

when He hung on that cross. 

So much lower than the angels, and far lower than you and me even in the 

depths of our despair, when the Son of Man cried out from Calvary's cross, “Eloi, Eloi, 

lama sabachthani?"-- which means, "My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?" 

(Matthew 27:46) Yes, Jesus was forsaken by God His heavenly Father to prove how 

majestic is the Lord’s Name for you, for me and for all the children of men. Jesus was 

forsaken and then He died, to prove the heavenly Father’s love, so that we could be 

freed, delivered, and ransomed from sin, death, and the grave.  But Jesus did not stay 

in His grave. He did not remain forever humbled. Instead, He arose triumphant from 

dead on the third day, fulfilling all Scripture. Christ ascended some forty days later to 

heaven and is now seated at the right hand of God. 

Psalm 8 is quoted a second time in the New Testament. In 1 Corinthians 

15:27. “For He "has put everything under His feet.” God the Father has put Jesus in 

charge of this universe! Jesus controls everything that happens. The same Jesus who 

lived for us, who died for us, who rose for us. 

Can it ever be, that He will forget the blood He shed for us? 

Can it ever be, that as He rules this vast universe, He will not rule in our best 

interests? That He would forget us? 



This Psalm shouts our answer. This Psalm, even in the face of a changing, 

broken, fallen world gives us the strength and the conviction of faith to shout, “Lord, 

How Majestic Is Your Name in all the earth!”  

And shout that name we must! Tell of Him we must. My dear fellow 

redeemed we live at a time and in an era where the people need to hear and to hear 

again, “Lord, How Majestic is Your Name in all the earth!” 

For so many have forgotten Him and so many have not even heard of Him, 

the world’s only Savior. Yes, many need to hear of Him, Jesus, the Son of God, and Son 

of Man whom God has crowned with glory and honor. Yes, all people need to hear of 

Him whom God has made the ruler over the work of His hands, and whom God has 

placed everything under His feet. 

Yes, people close to home need to hear of Him our Lord, so that they might 

confess with believing hearts, “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the 

earth.” 

Yes, family, friends, work buddies and those neighbours down the street, 

need to hear of Him,  so that they might proclaim in confident faith, “O Lord, our Lord, 

how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 

Ye s, people on the other side of the world, need to hear of Him,  so that 

they might boast of no other name under heaven, for life and salvation and in so doing 

say, “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth” And may God grant 

this for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

 


