
PSALM 67 MAY THE PEOPLE PRAISE YOU, O GOD SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our text for this day is Psalm 67 

To the Chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 

God be merciful to us and bless us, 
And cause His face to shine upon us,  
2 That Your way may be known on earth, 
Your salvation among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
4 Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 
For You shall judge the people righteously, 
And govern the nations on earth.  
5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
6 Then the earth shall ] yield her increase; 
God, our own God, shall bless us. 
7 God shall bless us, 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 
 
We pray: Dear God, our heavenly Father, give us and renew in each of us a love for Your 
Word. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
My dear friends in Christ Jesus.  

 

The Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer has often been called the “mission petition.” 

When Christians pray “Thy kingdom come,” they pray that God’s gracious rule will come 

into the hearts of people everywhere. That is why Lutheran Christians confess with Luther 

in his explanation of the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “God’s kingdom comes to us 

when our heavenly Father gives His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy 

Word and lead a godly life here in time and thereafter in eternity.”  

 

Psalm 67 could properly be called “the mission petition of the psalter.” It is a psalm that 

prays for the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham (Genesis 12) that all nations on earth 

would be blessed through him, through his descendent who would come in the fullness of 

time. 

 



The seven verses of Psalm 67 can be divided into three parts. The first part (vv. 1, 2) is a 

four–line prayer that God will bless His people. The second part (vv. 3–5) is a prayer that 

all people will join in the praises of the true and only God. It begins and ends with the 

words “ May all the peoples praise You, O God. ” 

 

 The final two verses of the psalm end with an answer to the prayer that the harvest of 

souls for the kingdom of God will result in the ends of the earth fearing God. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, bless our study of His Word today, as we consider the theme; 

“ May the Peoples Praise You, O God” 

 

The psalmist begins… 

vv. 1, 2— May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine upon 

us, that Your ways may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations. 

The opening words of the psalm sound like a repetition of the Aaronic benediction. 

God wanted His name to be pronounced upon His people to bless and save them. You 

remember that God gave this blessing to Moses for Aaron to bless the children of Israel 

some 3, 500 years ago when they had left Egyptian captivity. These words we also hear 

still today at the close of our Worship Service as we ask God’s blessing upon us as we 

leave His house. 

 

The psalmist says, “ May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine 

upon us.” What does the psalmist mean, that God should make His face to shine upon us? 

A shining face is the opposite of an angry or scowling face turned away in indifference or 

disgust. A shining face implies favor, the favor of the one whose face is shining, and it 

implies the friendliness of a warm personal, intimate, relationship.  

 

Yes, God made His face shine upon us in His mercy and love for lost sinful mankind, in 

His promises that when all things were right, in the fullness of time, He would send forth 

His Son to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.  

 



Yes, God made His face shine upon us in the 300 and more prophecies-the promises 

of the coming Savior- in the Old Testament. The Savior, this Redeemer was foretold by 

prophets, by kings and in many of the psalms. 

 

Yes, God wanted His name to be pronounced upon His people to bless and save them 

from sin, death, from hell and Satan.  

 

What is God’s name? God’s name is everything that He has revealed about Himself in 

His Word. What God has revealed about Himself centers in the way He won salvation for 

mankind through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and how He offers that salvation as a 

free gift through faith in Christ Jesus. This is how God is gracious to His people and blesses 

them, that His ways may be known on earth. 

 

His “way” is the Gospel, which is the road to heaven. The road to heaven is inclusive in 

that it is open to all open to all people. Paul tells his co-worker Timothy, “God would have 

all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”, (1 Timothy 2:4). Jesus our Lord 

also spoke that salvation was for all. Jesus told Nicodemus, a religious leader who came to 

Him at night, “God so love the word that He gave His only-begotten Son and whosoever 

believes in Him with not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him”, (John 

3:16-17). 

 

The road to heaven is exclusive in that Christ is the only gate, the only door through 

which this road passes.  Jesus reminded His disciples and hearers in His day, “I say to you, 

I am the door of the sheep…I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and 

will go in and out and find pasture.” (John 10: 7,9) 

The Psalmist continues v. 3, 4 —May the peoples praise You, O God; may all the 

peoples praise You. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You rule the 

peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples praise You, O 

God; may all the peoples praise You. 



What is striking about the words of this psalm, particularly verses 3 and 4, is the shift in 

emphasis. In verse 1 asks God to be “gracious to us and bless us .” This psalm was first 

offered by God’s Old Testament people. As God’s covenant people, they were to be 

separate from the other nations. Through the various ceremonial and civil laws, God 

wanted to put a fence, a hedge around His people to secure for them and the world the 

promises of the Savior who would come. 

 

But even though God had chosen the Israelites-the children of Abraham- as His special 

covenant people- and wanted them to be separate from others, it did not mean that God 

was not concerned about other people. Salvation through faith in the coming Christ was 

not intended just for the Jews. Salvation was to be for all people. This is what God wanted 

already in the Old Testament.  

 

We see this clearly in the days of the Old Testament, a few examples will suffice. 

 

You might remember when the children of Israel were coming into the promised land 

(about 1,400 B.C.) and Rahab  who lived in Jericho helped the spies whom Joshua had sent 

into the land. (Joshua 2:1-21).  It should be noted that Rahab is mentioned in Hebrews 

chapter 11, verse 31-this portion of Holy Scripture lists some the great heroes of the faith 

who believed in the Savior who would come. 

 

You probably also remember the name of Ruth. She was from the land of Moab (1270 

B.C. She had a mother in law by the name of Naomi. Ruth’s husband had died, as had also 

the husband of Naomi. Naomi decided to return to her own county-the land around 

Bethlehem in Judea. It was then that Ruth said to Naomi, her mother in law, “For wherever 

you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, 

And your God, my God ” ( Ruth 1: 26) 

You might also know that later Ruth would later marry a man named Boaz and David 

the king of Israel would be one of their descendants. It should also be noted that Jesus 

would be born of Mary who was a direct descendant of the line of King David.  

 



You might also recall Jonah who was called to be a prophet of God who was sent to 

preach repentance to the inhabitants of the great city of Nineveh around 800 B.C. And 

guess what the people repented, they turned away from their sin. Through the preaching 

of the Word the people believed in the true God, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Yes, my friends God even in the days of the Old Testament was calling people from the 

surrounding nations to faith in the coming Savior. In this way the words of the psalmist 

came to pass, that all people might praise Him. 

Moreover, the psalmist continues vv. 6, 7— Then the land will yield its harvest, 

and God, our God, will bless us. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth 

will fear Him. 

It is rather interesting that this psalm suddenly returns to the harvest. What is this 

harvest? Is it the products of the vineyard and field, the garden, and forest? In keeping with 

the theme of the psalm, I suggest that the harvest is the success of the gospel message 

throughout the world. One cannot help thinking about the first Pentecost Sunday. 

Pentecost was one of the three great religious festivals of the Jews when the people would 

gather in Jerusalem. Jews throughout the world, as we heard in the Epistle lesson (Acts 2) 

for this day, would gather in Jerusalem to praise God for the bounty of the harvest of crops 

from the land.  

 

On that Festival of Pentecost some ten days after our Savior’s ascension into heaven, 

another kind of harvest was celebrated. Three thousand souls were harvested, that is, 

brought to saving faith in Christ, through the preaching of God’s Word and the sacrament 

of Holy Baptism. When those believers returned to their homelands after that first 

Pentecost, the good news of salvation was taken to the ends of the earth, to northern 

Africa, to Asia Minor, present day Turkey, yes to all the known world. 

 

 Our risen and ascended Lord had given His disciples, His followers as we heard in the 

Gospel lesson for this day, the Great Commission to go into all world and preach the 

Gospel to all creatures (Mark 16:16). This is the answer to the opening prayer of this psalm 

and the result of God’s saving name being spread throughout the world. 



 

As His people were His witnesses some 2,000 years ago, so we remain His witnesses 

today. 

Indeed, one of the reasons our God leaves us in this life, after we have come to faith in 

Jesus, as our Lord and Savior, is that we might be His witnesses, that we might tell of Him 

to those who are near at hand and to those who afar off. 

 

We also live at a time in the history of the world, with the Covid-19 virus that we have 

all the more reason to be witnesses of Him, to share the Good News of the heaven-sent 

Savior, in whom alone is salvation and life. Today, people have many questions about 

where is God in all this? Today, many people are experiencing loneliness and a more 

solitary way of life and are discouraged, anxious and disillusioned. And also with the 

economic ramifications, with unemployment  and the uncertainty, this has only added to 

the needs for us go to go and give witness to Him, to share the love of God in Christ Jesus, 

to encourage others with Good News of our risen and ascended Lord. 

 

Folks around us need to hear that God in all this has not forsaken them, that He has not 

turned His back upon them, but rather He wants all people through faith in His Son to look 

to Him for strength, for encouragement, to realize that He wants the best for them for time 

and for eternity. 

 

In all of this, we need to pray for those who do not confess Jesus as their Lord or are in 

danger of losing or abandoning their faith in Christ Jesus. Indeed, we are reminded in 

James, “ Pray for one another that you may be healed. The fervent, effective prayer of a 

righteous man avails much ” (James 5:16). 

 

May we pray Psalm 67 daily so that His way may be known on earth and His salvation 

among all nations, so that all the people will praise Him, our God, our Lord, our Salvation. 

 

And may God grant this for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


