
CHRIST IS THE ANSWER TO OUR DISCOMFORT
 
Addiction:  the fact or condition of being addicted (enslaved, fixated) to a
particular substance, thing, or activity.
 

Contagion: the communication of disease from one person to another by
close contact.
 

Congenital: original: (adjective) present from birth.
 

Epidemic: a widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a community
at a particular time.
 

Pandemic: an outbreak of a disease prevalent over a whole country or the
world.
 

Apart from the fact that in recent months  pandemic has become part of our
vocabulary,  what  do  you  recognize  about  the  foregoing  words?  They
describe effects, conditions, or circumstances that humans seek to avoid with
various degrees of success and, when they arise, effort is made to alleviate
them. 
 

As serious as the conditions described are in the physical sense, they can to a
certain extent be ameliorated and life goes on. However, they also have a
spiritual component. As such they affect life from the womb to the grave and
describe a far more serious human condition. They describe a negative, far
reaching and, unless addressed, fatal condition of mankind. As relates to the
spiritual, they are a heart condition that cannot be healed by medical science
or  human  ingenuity.  Furthermore,  while  it  may be difficult  to  isolate  the
physical  causes  and  ailments  that  cause   discomfort  we  feel  in  our  life,
dealing with  the same conditions in the spiritual sphere is more complicated
because to a large degree the affected do not care to admit the cause, nor
consult the one Book that promises relief, and restores life. 
 

With respect to the heart condition, it is imperative that for both the cause
and  the  solution,  we  consult  the  Word  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and
 “written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). 
 

To derive the comfort of the Scriptures, we must first address the cause of the
discomfort. God speaks to us in His Word: “You shall be holy, for I am holy”
(Leviticus 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16). He does not say “try to be holy, try do the
best you can.” He says, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy”

(Leviticus 19:2). Man, in his natural, fallen state is not, and cannot, meet the
divine standard.
 
The cause of discomfort  whether physical  or spiritual is sin which natural
man will not admit. So, what is sin? 
“Sin is the transgression of the Law” -- (1 John 3:4). Sin is anything that
man does or says, intentionally or unintentionally, that is contrary to the word
and will of God. There are sins of omission (failing to do something that we
should), and sins of commission (things we do or say that we should not).  
 

Sin  is  congenital  (original,  inherited)  --   A  child  may inherit  from the
womb a disease.  A child does inherit from its parents a moral defect called
sin.  “ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one! (Job 14:4).
“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived
me” (Psalm 51:15). “That which is born of the flesh is flesh (John 3:6). 
 

Sin is an addiction -- “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do…. For I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is
present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.   For the
good that  I will  to do,  I do not do; but  the evil  I will  not  to do,  that I
practice” (Romans 7:15,18-19) . 

 

Sin  is  contagious-- “My  son,  if  sinners  entice  you,  do  not  consent”
(Proverbs 1:10).
“…Beware of evil workers…” (Philippians 3:2).  “You therefore, beloved,
since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked…” (2 Peter
3:17). Beware around whose fires you warm yourself (John 18:16-18).
 

Sin is an epidemic   and   a pandemic -- “All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “There is none righteous, no not one…
There is none who does good, no, not one”  (Romans 3:10, 12).  “…The
whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one”  (1 John 5:19),  who
“…walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter
5:8).

The consequence -- “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was
filled with violence.  So, God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt;
for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.  And God said to Noah, “The
end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth”  (Genesis 6:11-13). At a
time known only to Him He will return to judge the living and the dead,  “For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive



the things done in the body,  “according to what he has done, whether good or
bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). “The way of the ungodly shall perish” (Psalm 1:6).

Likely the above is as difficult to read as it was to write. But it is divine truth that
explains all discomfort and panic of mankind. Denial of the truth does not change the
truth. So what is the solution to our heart problem, and the concerns associated with
it? What is the solution man cannot comprehend without acknowledging sin? 

The solution lies in Christ, whom natural man rejects and Who is persona non grata
to those who will not recognize the cause of their discomfort. When confronted with
Christ, there are two ways sinners can go. One is the way of Judas who in unbelief
betrayed Jesus and went to perdition. The other is the way of Peter who denied Jesus
but believed the truth, both as to his own sin and unworthiness, as well as the truth of
the love of God personified in the Savior, Jesus Christ (Luke 22:61-62).

The love of God in Christ is for all – “God so loved the world” – (John 3:16). To
those who despair of self,  of their sin and unworthiness,  and recognize that they
deserve God’s wrath and punishment, and believe in the Savior, Jesus Christ, there is
comfort  and  assurance  in  the  blessed  Gospel  (Good  News)  of  redemption,
atonement, and salvation. 

This truth is as absolute as was God’s demand for holiness. “I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no
more” (Hebrews 8:12).

How can this be? It not only can be but is. It is the consequence of the Father’s plan
determined already in eternity. He announced it to Adam and Eve after the fall into
sin. The Seed of the woman would crush the head of the evil foe, the devil. Jesus
humbled  Himself  and  became  obedient  unto  death  even  the  death  of  the  cross
(Philippians 2:8). Why? Upon Him who had no sin was laid the vilest sins of the
vilest of sinners—yours and mine. In faith we embrace the crucified Christ and are
daily comforted by the assurance that “the blood of Jesus Christ His (God’s) Son
cleanses  us  from  all  sin”  (1  John  1:7).  Scripture  speaks  in  absolutes.  We  are
cleansed from all sin. He, the innocent for the guilty, felt the pain and anguish and
the forsakenness of God. He said, “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say?
‘Father save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour” (John
12:27). He went as it was determined for Him that we might be reconciled unto the
Father  (2  Corinthians  5:  18-19).  Be  thankful.  “You  have  not  yet  resisted  to
bloodshed,  striving  against  sin”  (Hebrews  12:4),  as  He  did,  bleeding  and dying
because of your sin which He bore in His body.

When you are troubled, panicked, hurting, and even wondering  why “life has dealt 
you bad cards” (not really), think on the great love of the Father, the steadfast love of
Christ, and the grace of the Spirit Who has brought you to faith in Christ. Surely you 
can say with the Psalmist 118:15-20:
 

“The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; the right
hand of the  LORD does valiantly.   The right hand of the  LORD is exalted; the
right hand of the LORD does valiantly. I shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of  the  LORD.  The  LORD has  chastened me severely,  but  He has not

given me over  to death.  Open to me the gates  of righteousness;  I  will  go
through  them,  and I  will  praise  the  LORD.   This  is  the  gate  of  the  LORD,
through which the righteous shall enter.

Listen also to Job who felt the chastisement of the Lord and note his exultant joy. He
spoke before the fact, but expressed the joyous reality of faith (Job 19:23-27): 

“Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!  That
they were engraved on a rock with an iron pen and lead, forever!  For I know
that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and after my
skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, Whom I shall see
for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  How my heart yearns
within me!

With regenerated hearts, we yearn with Job for the day we shall see our Redeemer
Who bore our sins,  died in  our place,  destroyed  death  when He rose again,  and
restored life akin to the perfection of Eden before the fall. 

Christ is the solution to the sin problem and faith is the vehicle through which His
accomplished salvation is ours. When you are tempted to sin, look unto Jesus Who is
your shield against the wiles of Satan and the world.  When your sins give you alarm,
look to the cross and the empty tomb. With thankfulness declare:

An inheritance most grand.
Is kept in hea’vn for us
This treasure we’ll receive,
When life on earth is done.
 

The treasure He has promised, 
The faith to know it’s ours,
E’en in the tests of life,
Makes us rejoice with song.

The apostle Paul, the erstwhile persecutor of the Church himself was persecuted for
the  Gospel’s  sake.  He  wrote  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  “I  consider  that  the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall
be  revealed  in  us”  (Romans  8:18),  “For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a
moment,  is  working for  us a far  more exceeding and eternal  weight  of glory”  (2
Corinthians 4:17).  

How could Job and Paul be so sure? How can we be so sure?  The angel said, “He is
not here;  for  He is risen, as  He said.  Come,  see the place  where  the Lord  lay”
(Matthew 28:6). Christ overcame sin and death.  In Christ, sin and death have no
more dominion over us (Romans 6:9). The empty tomb seals the Father’s promise: 
T  heir sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  Both cross and tomb
assure us, “Where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.”

O God the Holy Spirit,
Preserve us in the faith.
And at the end of life



Salvation’s song we’ll sing.

-Pastor Daniel Fleischer- April 16, 2020


