
Thanksgiving Day, October 11, 2020 Deuteronomy 8 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Our text for this day, as we gather in the house of our God is taken from Deuteronomy 8, we read a 
few verses-the Old Testament lesson for this day. 

 

Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that you may live 

and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the LORD [c]swore to your fathers. 2 And you shall 
remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or 

not. 3 So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but 

man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your garments did not wear out 

on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 5 You should [d]know in your heart that as a man 
chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you. 
6 “Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear 

Him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains 

and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 

pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in 
which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig 

copper. 10 When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land 
which He has given you. 
11 “Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His 

judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 12 lest—when you have eaten and are full, 

and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, 

and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 14 when your heart is 
lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house 

of bondage; 15 who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents 

and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty 
rock; 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might 

humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end— 17 then you say in your heart, ‘My 
power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ 
18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He 

may [h]establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 Then it shall be, if 
you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship 

them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. 20 As the nations which 
the LORD destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice 
of the LORD your God. 
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We pray: Dear God, our heavenly Father, give us and renew in each of us a love for Your Word. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
My dear friends in Christ Jesus, 
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving Day, Christians do so to thank their Lord and God, their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Indeed, Christians should live in praise and thankfulness to their 
Lord and God everyday of our earthly sojourn.  

In Canada, Thanksgiving Day is not—strictly speaking—a church holiday, but rather a day the country 
sets aside, purportedly to remember to give thanks, especially for the abundance of garden and field. 

Much of our world now denies the existence of a creator and sustainer of life, but as children of God, 
through faith in Christ Jesus we know better. In fact, just as it is only Christians who can rightly pray, 
knowing that our heavenly Father hears us for the sake of Christ, it is only Christians who can rightly 
give thanks—for giving thanks to anyone other than the true Provider of all is a futile and foolish 
exercise. 

In the book of Job, we read, “The morning stars sang together, and all the angels shouted for 
joy” (38:7). That portion of God’s Word speaks of the events at the beginning of creation. In 
Revelation, the very last book of the Bible, we read of the “elders” who are gathered around the 
throne of God at the end of the ages, praising Him day and night. The Bible in many places speaks of 
praise to God, from the beginning of creation to the time we are in heaven. 

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus,” St. Paul writes in 1st 
Thessalonians 5:18. And it is right that we do. We should praise Him, first of all, that He is true God, 
that He is Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We ought to praise Him all the more that He is the 
God who through His Son, Jesus Christ, brings life out of death, joy out of sorrow. We praise our Lord 
and God for His wondrous presence in those crisis situations of illness and accident, times of 
loneliness, indeed at all times.  

Children of God praise Him, even though the Covid-19 and all its repercussions, you and I know our 
gracious God is using it as a way of working out His ultimate and good purpose for our life. 

Here in our Old Testament lesson from Deuteronomy this day, we have the people of Israel, standing 
on the east bank of the Jordan River.  

Here is a new generation, one largely born during the wandering journey, who had not been alive 
when Moses first received God’s Law on the slopes of Sinai. They are now ready to cross over into the 
land of promise with high anticipation and hope. 

As Moses is preparing them to enter the land, he encourages the people to obey God. God wants 
them to remember His past mercies to this nation, and realize that He has been testing and training 
them as a people for this very moment, and beyond. God had given them manna, to feed and 
preserved them for those forty years. He had led them by a pillar of cloud by day, the pillar of fire by 
night. God gave the Tabernacle and the Law by which they were to live in worship and praise of Him. 

God has been good to us as well. He has blessed us in many, many ways. He gives us material 
blessings, and He has given us great spiritual wealth, too—the richness of the Word of God.  

And then, the Lord said to the Israelites, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the 
Lord your God for the good land He has given you” (Deuteronomy 8:10). But that guidance is not for 
the Israelites alone.  Even now some people see no reason to thank God for food grown and 



processed by human hands, forgetting both Him who gave us all these things in the first place, and 
who still sustains them.  

It is like the story of the pastor who complimented a farmer by saying, “You and the Lord produced a 
fine crop on that field.” Yes,” the farmer replied, “but you should have seen that field when the Lord 
had it all to Himself. It was nothing but a weed patch.”  
We forget sometimes what the field would be like if the farmer had it all to himself, though. All the 
farmer’s work would be useless if the Lord did not provide sunshine, rain, and air—even the wind and 
the insects to pollinate the plants. Not even weeds could grow without the Lord. 

God was calling His chosen people to remember Him as they entered the good land, He had promised 
to them, not to be careless or take things for granted. The Lord God was urging them to remember 
Him and all the things that He was doing, all the things He had promised to do, and how much they 
depended on Him. How foolish it would be for the people of Israel to forget Him and give themselves 
all the credit for their success! How foolish it is for us, or for anyone today, to do the same! 

 

When our lives are mostly filled with material blessings, we can begin to feel invincible and, then think 
we have little need for God. We can become neglectful in our praise. In the account of Jesus and the 
lepers, which is the Gospel lesson for this day, ten lepers were healed. Ten of them had this 
marvelous thing happen to them, but only one came back to give Him praise and thanks. Do we 
always remember to thank God when Jesus brings His healing power into our lives? Sure, we credit 
the doctor. Or the fact that we got some rest. Or the pills or medications we took. But it is important 
that we do not become forgetful and neglectful and self-sufficient in our newfound health and 
strength. For behind the doctor, the medical staff and medications is the gracious hand of our God 
working to heal, to cure.  

More than anything else, thank God for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation that is ours because 
of the sacrificial death of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus’ neighbors once chased Him out of town and tried to throw Him off a cliff. Jesus’ closest friends 
betrayed Him and deserted Him in time of trouble. In Gethsemane’s garden, Jesus’ body sweat 
became blood when He reflected on the sins of the world. Jesus’ compassion for the world propelled 
His broken, suffering body up Calvary’s hill, where He was executed by order of His own people. Our 
dying Lord knew that after the darkness there would be light; after defeat, victory; after sorrow, joy; 
after death, resurrection. 

Jesus Christ, on the cross, was forsaken by His Father. He suffered agonizing pain for all of our sins. 
Finally, when Jesus had completely paid for the sins of the world. He cried from the cross, “It is 
finished!”. 

 But then, on Easter morning, He rose. By the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we know that God our 
heavenly Father has fully accepted His sacrifice for our sins. And we know that believing in Him, we, 
too, will rise from the dead and be with God forever. This is His promise to us—a promise every bit as 
real and every bit as true, as He made to the Israelites in ancient days. 

Jesus Christ is our heavenly Father’s greatest and most wondrous gift for you and for me. Forgiveness 
of sins is ours! The resurrection is ours! Eternal life in heaven is ours! Remember to thank God for all 
of this. 



Martin Rinckart, author of the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God,” was a pastor of a Lutheran 
congregation in the town of Eilenberg, Germany. He began his work there in 1617 when the 
bloodshed of the Thirty Year’s War began. Eilenberg was a walled city, so it became a place of refuge. 
Many people who had lost everything in the war flocked there seeking safety. The overcrowding and 
unsanitary conditions led to disease, famine, pestilence, and death in the town. The other two pastors 
in the town died, and Martin Rinckart was the only pastor left to minister to the needs of the people. 
He conducted as many as fifty funerals in a day, the total reached 4,480. The most heart-rending was 
the one he conducted for his wife.  

It was during this time that Pastor Rinckart wrote his great hymn, later translated into English by 
Catherine Winkworth. 

How about you? How about me? Do we agree that even in times of trouble, tribulation and even with 
Covid-19 we can still and should be thankful? It is difficult, is it not, to think this way. Our human 
reasoning says, “Why does God allow this to happen? I can’t thank Him for anything now.” 

During such times, let us remember and praise God’s goodness to us in the past. From the time when 
you were in your mother’s arms God has brought you to this time in your life, and He has “blessed you 
all along the way with countless gifts of love.” We are going quite an experience now with Covid-19, 
and you may be also going through some traumatic and perplexing situations now, but remember 
God still keeps you in His grace and that God’s blessed peace is there to cheer you. That peace is 
peace with God, the peace you have knowing that all our sins have been forgiven. Jesus took them all 
away. 

Yes, consider this when we sing this hymn in a few moments. Much like another great Lutheran 
hymnwriter, Paul Gerhardt, Pastor Rinckart knew tragedy all too well, yet still realized God’s goodness 
in the midst of it all: 

Now thank we all our God 
With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
In whom His world rejoices. 
Who from our mothers’ arms? 
Has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today. 
 
Yes, God is certainly ours today, just as we are His. After the darkness, light; after defeat, victory; after 
sorrow, joy; after death, resurrection.  

Yes, remember to thank God, now and always, for all the wondrous things He has done, is doing and 
will do in your life. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


