
The Power of Pentecost! Sunday, May 31, 2020

Grace,  mercy  and  peace from God our  Father  and  our  Lord and  Savior  Jesus

Christ.

Our text for this Festival of Pentecost is from  the Book of Acts, chapter one, verse

eight and chapter two, verses one, four, thirty-eight and thirty-nine, we are told:

“(Jesus) commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the

Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me . . .You shall

receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you;  and  you  shall  be

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of

the earth . . . And when the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with

one accord in one place . . . And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance . . . Then

Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy

Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off,

as many as the Lord our God will call.”

We pray: Dear God and Father, give us and renew in each of us a love for Your

Word. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

 IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD

Pentecost, as the name indicates, was fifty days after Easter. It was a holiday in

Jerusalem. It  was a sort of  thanksgiving day,  when the first-fruits of the early

harvest were presented to the Lord. 



The disciples obeyed the Savior’s command and stayed in Jerusalem after Jesus

ascended into heaven ten days earlier. They were waiting for something special to

happen as Jesus had promised, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has

come upon you.” Jesus kept His promise. As the disciples were gathered together

in a center place, at first, nothing unusual was happening. However, then there

was a strange noise, “As of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house

where they were sitting.” The first thing we see about the power of Pentecost is

that it was God-given, Spirit-born and a power from on high.

We live at a time when the media headlines constantly keep before us the story

of people’s power. However, we need to remind ourselves that the kingdom of

God is not built by the power of people. By human power we are able to send a

human being into space, but we will never produce a power to send a single soul

into heaven. With the misuse of human power we can kill and conquer people, as

happens every day, but with our power we will never make people followers of

Jesus. Scripture speaks clearly, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says

the Lord of hosts,” Zechariah 4:6. By our human power we can conquer people

but we cannot convert people to believe in Jesus as the Son of God and the Savior

of sinners. Over three thousand people were converted to Christianity on the Day

of Pentecost, which was accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit working

through the Word of God and Baptism.

Read Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost and you will see that he did not

spend his time expressing his opinions. The New Testament gives us only twenty-

three verses of his sermon. However, fifteen of those verses are direct quotations

from the Old Testament. Through Peter’s preaching the Holy Spirit directed the



people on the first Day of Pentecost not to traditions, not to decrees and rules

and regulations of churches, not to their emotions, but directly to the only source

and norm for all Christian teaching, the Bible! Today, if we want to see the power

of Pentecost in our lives, we will have to see a Holy Spirit directed “back to the

Bible” movement. Let’s quit kidding ourselves; the Church is not built by joking

and by seeing how often we can persuade people to laugh and clap!

In  many  areas  today  it  is  regarded  as  being  polite  and  broad-minded  and

considerate of people’s feelings, if you do not insist that the only way to heaven is

through faith in Jesus as the only Savior. There are those who feel that it is better

to  practice  a  hush-hush  policy  about  Christianity  rather  than  upsetting  some

people by telling the truth. Remember that only two months before the Festival

of Pentecost the apostle Peter swore up and down that he never knew Jesus. But

on the Day of Pentecost after the Holy Spirit touched his heart he preached one

of the most powerful sermons recorded in Scripture.

The power of Pentecost worked a marvelous change in the hearts and lives of the

disciples. Less than two months before the Day of Pentecost they were eleven

fear-filled men hiding behind locked doors. Less than two weeks before the Day of

Pentecost they were asking Jesus whether He would restore to the children of

Israel their own earthly kingdom. But after the fire of Pentecost touched their

hearts, they were ready and willing to go everywhere and preach the Word of

God. 

The power of Pentecost has not decreased since that day. The Holy Spirit can

change your life and mine. He is the almighty God who makes us new creatures.



He can bring light into dark hearts. He can break the chains of any bad habit, drive

away the  fears  that  haunt  people,  give  victory  over  sins  that  seek  to  control

people, and give the power to resist the temptations of the devil. The Holy Spirit

is much stronger than all the forces of evil.

There are many people who call themselves Christians, but who show so little of

Christianity in their lives. The Savior says, “Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven,” Matthew 5:16.

Why is that light so often so hard to see? Because many separate themselves

from  the  Word  of  God  through  which  the  Holy  Spirit  works.  Spiritually,  such

people are dying if not already dead!

Study the Epistles of Paul and the writings of the other apostles and prophets and

see the emphasis that is placed upon God-given unity in the Church. The apostles

did not seek their own glory. They were not looking for personal profit and praise.

And they were not seeking union without unity. They tried, as Scripture states,

“To keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” Ephesians 4:3. To those

who disturbed the unity in the church they had this to say, “Note those who cause

divisions  and offenses,  contrary  to the doctrine which you learned,  and avoid

them,” Romans 16:17.

PART II: IT IS ALSO FOR US TODAY

The  power  of  Pentecost  which  descended  on  the  disciples  was  promised  to

others. Peter says, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy

Spirit.” Every great Bible preacher has urged his hearers to repent. The prophets



of the Old Testament, John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus Himself and the apostles

repeatedly called for repentance. Today, too, we call for repentance. Repent of

the  sins  of  unbelief  and  blasphemy,  deceit  and  dishonesty,  drunkenness  and

disobedience, boasting and bragging, pride and pleasure, and the list goes on and

on.. In the eyes of God sin is not a small thing

Repentance means more than merely saying, “I’m sorry.” It means more than a

mere regret. The person who gets caught in his or her crime may well regret that

he or she got caught. But that does not mean there is repentance. Repentance

includes  a  confession  of  sin  and  a  heart-felt  sorrow  for  breaking  the

Commandments of  God. It  includes a belief  and trust  in God’s forgiveness for

which Christ paid the price with the shedding of His precious blood on Calvary’s

cross.

Peter followed the call to repentance with the appeal to be baptized, “Everyone

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” Baptism is a sacred

rite instituted by our Lord Jesus. When Peter says, “Everyone of you,” and, “The

promise  is  for  you  and  your  children,”  he  is  directing  our  attention  to  the

blessings of Baptism for adults and children. In the Scriptures we are told, “There

is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism,” 1 Peter 3:21. “Be baptized and

wash away your sins,” Acts 22:16. The jailor at Philippi received Paul and Silas into

his home and he was told, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved,

you and your household. Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all

who were in his house . . . And immediately he and all his family were baptized,”

Acts 16:31-33. In the Sacrament of Baptism God offers and gives the forgiveness

of sins. 



There was nothing silent and secret about the Pentecost miracle. It was public, as

well as powerful. Today, members of the Christian Church must send the Gospel

throughout the world publicly like a rushing might wind by following our Lord’s

command, “You shall be witnesses to Me . . . to the end of the earth.” We need

many servants of the most high God, who like the apostle Paul stood before King

Agrippa and raised his voice in unmistakable warning, calling sin by its name, sin!

Paul, like Peter on the Day of Pentecost, urged and invited sinners, one and all, to

believe and trust in the Redeemer. We must witness with more than half-hearted

whispers that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.

Some years ago, the residents of a fashionable district in a city in the southern

part of our country circulated a petition to have a certain church closed, because

the congregation sang too loudly  and disturbed the sleepy citizens on Sunday

mornings. Seeking signatures in support of their request, they came to the home

of a Jewish gentleman. He refused to sign the request and said, “If I believed as

those people do that the Messiah has come, I would shout it out at the top of my

voice!”

Why do we often hesitate to witness for the Redeemer? Don’t we care whether

other people know and believe in Jesus as the Son of God and their only Savior

from sin,  death  and  the  power  of  the  devil?  Aren’t  we  concerned  about  the

salvation of others? Or aren’t we really  sure of what we ourselves believe? It

requires the power of Pentecost to fan the flame of faith in our hearts so that it

will burn brightly. Souls filled with the power of Pentecost cannot and will not

keep quiet when we are given the opportunity to confess that Jesus Christ is the

Son of God and the only Savior for sinners.



When the disciples,  “Were filled with the Holy Spirit,”  they began to speak in

other  languages  which  they  had  never  learned.  Most  of  the  disciples  were

uneducated fishermen, yet, they spoke in at least sixteen different languages to

preach  the  Gospel  to  all  of  the  people  who  were  assembled  on  that  Day  of

Pentecost. What a miracle!

Today,  we  often  encounter  some  people  who  say  that  they  are  speaking  in

tongues  when  they  make  all  kinds  of  sounds  and  noises  which  no  one  can

understand. Is that a repeat of Pentecost? Scripture speaks very clearly. “They

were all  amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all  these

who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in

which we were born?” Acts 2:7-8. The disciples were not babbling. They were

speaking  the  Word  of  God  in  the  languages  of  all  of  the  people  who  were

assembled there.

Let  us  not  think  of  the  out-pouring  on  that  Day  of  Pentecost  merely  as  an

historical event, as something that happened many year ago in a far away place.

Peter was also speaking for us when he said, “The promise is to you and to your

children and to all who are afar off.”

Only a few moments earlier Peter told his hearers that they were murderers. He

said, “Jesus of Nazareth . . . you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and

put to death,” Acts 2:22-23. Then he told them, “This Jesus God has raised up of

which we are all witnesses . . . Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly

that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts

2:32, 36.



From the words of Peter we see that our Lord has mercy for us no matter how

horrible our sins are. This is the Scriptural truth, “Christ died for all,” 2 Corinthians

5:15. “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin,” 1 John 1:7. We

thank God that the Holy Spirit directed Peter to add, “The promise is . . . to your

children.” In the first Pentecost sermon a special emphasis was placed upon what

God has done for children, for our youth. The boys and girls in Jerusalem at that

time needed special consideration because of the future they faced. 

How much more, today, do our young people need special consideration? They

will inherit from us, and it is nothing of which to be proud, the heaviest national

indebtedness we have ever seen, the most terrifying international problems, the

most alarming increase in crime, corruption, and immorality, the most horrible

attacks on the Christian Church in our country and throughout the world. It is high

time, and we might add long overdue, that we heed the Spirit’s pleading and be

ready to put forth far greater efforts to see the faith of our children strengthened

that they might enjoy heaven’s blessings. 

God grant that this will be a real Pentecost for each of us as the power of the Holy

Spirit descends on our hearts and lives. Then we will believe that the power of

Pentecost is not just something that happened in the past!

AMEN!


