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Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen.

Our text for this day- Cantate Sunday- is taken from the Gospel lesson for this day, John 
15.  “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I 
do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.13 However, 
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 
things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to 
you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He [a]will take of 
Mine and declare it to you.

My dear friends in Christ;

On this  Cantate Sunday we gather in the house of our God, we sing unto the Lord. That 

is what Cantate, the Latin name for this Sunday means, “to sing unto the Lord.”

-We sing unto the Lord for He not only created us; but He also redeemed us, through 

Christ Jesus, who lived a holy, perfect life in our stead,  who also died on Calvary's 

accursed cross, for your sins, for my sins and the sins of the whole world.

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2016.5-15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A+5-15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26742a


-We sing unto the Lord also, because shortly before His death, while He was with 

disciples in the Upper Room, Jesus told them that He would send the Holy Spirit-the 

Helper-the Comforter-who would guide them into all truth.

Yes, on this Cantate Sunday we look forward to Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit,

as Jesus had promised.

May God the Holy Spirit bless our study of His Word.

My dear friends in our Savior, Christ Jesus.

It is hard for us to understand how Jesus could say what He said to His disciples on 

Maundy Thursday evening, shortly before He would suffer and die on Calvary's cross, 

“It is to your advantage that I go away.”  He told His disciples that shortly He was going 

to the Father, going to the One who sent Him, and they were sorrowful.  But Jesus 

assured them, “It is to your advantage that I go away.”  Why?  Because “if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.”

This “Helper” must be pretty special if His coming is better for Jesus’ disciples than 

having Jesus Himself staying with them. Who is this Helper? And why is His coming so 

important?

 Yes, Jesus promises His sorrowful disciples that, after He leaves to return to the Father, 

He will send the Helper.  And when He the Helper, the Holy Spirit comes, He will 

convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.  How will He do this 

convicting?  Not through physical force or violence.  Not through political pressure or 

legal prosecution.  Not through pounding the Ten Commandments into the laws of the 

land.  See, this spiritual kingdom of Jesus is not a kingdom that comes visibly or with 



outward force, like the religion of Islam. It comes through the Word of God as it is 

preached among the nations, the “sword of the Spirit,” as Paul calls it.  The Spirit will 

convict the world with words that cut to the heart.  Christians have no weapons, either 

of offense or of defense, except the spiritual kind, except for the Word of God that is 

sharper than any two-edged sword.  The kingdom of Christ comes invisibly as the Holy 

Spirit convicts and pronounces judgment upon the world through the Word.

Of what does the Holy Spirit convict the world?  He will convict the world of sin.  It 

seems like that would be easy enough.  Sin is everywhere.  Sin is so obvious.  

Bombings!  Abortion!   Greed and adultery!  Drunkenness and idolatry! Sex outside of 

marriage! Corruption in business and in government—it’s the new normal and 

accepted practice in our culture. Yes, the Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin.

But it goes deeper than that. Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will convict the world of 

sin because they do not believe in Me.  The unbelieving world may acknowledge some 

of its actions as truly sinful and immoral.  But the one sin they will not acknowledge as 

sin, is what Jesus says here, not believing in Jesus.  That is the chief sin. 

Does the average unbeliever look on unbelief in Christ as sin? Not at all! If anything is 

true, it is opposite. The unbeliever generally looks upon his unbelief as a mark of his 

supposed intellectual sophistication. The unbeliever says to the Christian with an air of 

condescending superiority “I'm glad that you can believe that nonsense”, but I cannot”. 

The unbeliever thinks it is a matter of pride that he is an agnostic or atheist, or believes 

in the godless theory of evolution.



Why is unbelief the chief sin? Because faith in Christ is the only way to escape 

condemnation for sin, the coming wrath of God upon unforgiven sin.  But where there 

is faith in Christ, who died for the sins of the world, all sins are blotted out in God’s 

sight.  But where there is no faith in Christ, there is only sin and condemnation and guilt

and the wrath of God remaining on the unbeliever.  If an unbeliever would only 

acknowledge his sin and believe in Christ who died for him, then he world would be 

forgiven.  But they will not.  And so the Holy Spirit convicts them.

We, too, would stand convicted with the world, because no one here can claim to be 

sinless or more deserving of God’s grace than anyone else in the world.  If we want God

to compare us with others and praise us for not being quite as sinful, then we will face 

His wrath and His strict judgment.  Because to believe in Jesus is to acknowledge that 

we deserve nothing but condemnation from God, and to trust that, for Jesus’ sake 

alone, God will not condemn us, because He has taken our sins and paid for them all 

with the blood of the Lamb of God.

Furthermore, of what does the Holy Spirit convict the world?  He will convict the world

of righteousness.  How is that?  How can the world be convicted of righteousness?  

People do good things all the time.  Yes, there are bad people out there.  But there are 

also good people.  Of course there are!  Just ask them!  There are people who are kind 

to others, charitable, hard-working, faithful spouses.  Both Christians and non-

Christians can be “good people”, “righteous” in their own eyes and in the eyes of the 

world.

Jesus tells us, when the Holy Spirit comes He will convict the world of righteousness, its 

self righteousness. The Holy Spirit will remind the world and us what Isaiah said, “But 

we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags. (Isaiah 



64:6) and we hear the words of John, the apostle of our Lord, ”If we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us...if we say we have not sinned, we 

make Him (God) a liar, and His Word is not in us” (I John 1: 8,10).

Yes all our righteousness, our “self-righteousness” is like filthy rages. 

You and I cannot save ourselves. Of and by ourselves we are helpless, hopeless and 

eternally lost if salvation depended on us. My fellow redeemed, blessed is the person, 

blessed are you and I, whom the Holy Spirit has convicted of that truth.

And thanks be to God, the Holy Spirit also tells us in His Word of another righteousness.

It is the righteousness that comes to us through the Holy Spirit's gracious working 

through the Word, calling us to faith in Christ Jesus. 

Listen if you will as God the Holy Spirit, speaks of this righteousness. Paul in writing his 

Second letter to the church in Corinth said, “For He made Him(Jesus) who knew no sin 

to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” ( 2 

Corinthians 5:21) . And again, Paul told the Christians at Phillip, “Yet indeed I also count

all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 

Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by 

faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead. 

And that is why we sing that well loved hymn, “Jesus Thy blood and Righteousness”

Moreover, of what else does the Spirit convict the world?  He will convict the world of 

judgment because the ruler of this world is judged.  Satan, the devil, is the ruler of this



world.  He cannot escape his judgment, because he stands judged, and all who remain 

in His kingdom will share in his condemnation. At present the devil still goes around as 

a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. Nevertheless, he stands judged. He has 

lost the great battle with Jesus. And when Christ comes again, on the Last Day to judge 

the living and the dead, Satan, the evil angels, and all unbelievers will be cast into hell, 

forevermore. 

The Holy Spirit will accomplish His work, powerfully and invisibly.  And through His 

convicting work, some will feel God’s wrath and will repent and seek refuge in Christ 

before it’s too late.  Some will come out of the world and come into Christ’s kingdom 

where  they will be safe from God’s wrath.

  It’s hard, not to see Jesus and have Him here visibly among us, because Christians 

want to be where Jesus is.  But as He told His disciples, so He tells you.  It’s to your 

advantage that I go away (John 16: 7).  Yes, now we have His Holy Spirit working 

powerfully among us through Word and Sacrament, bringing Jesus our Savior to us in a 

real but invisible way. 

 The kingdom of Christ comes through the Holy Spirit's conviction.  And it is the Spirit of

God who has brought you into that kingdom, where Christ rules in your hearts by faith, 

so that you can sing with Isaiah from the Old Testament lesson for this day, “O LORD, I 

will praise You;  Though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You 

comfort me. Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; ‘For the Lord, 

the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation.’” 

Yes, on this Cantate Sunday we gather in the house of our God and we sing unto the 

Lord.



-We sing unto the Lord because our God created the world.

-We sing unto the Lord because in the fullness of time Jesus Christ came to live a holy, 

perfect life in our stead and He died on Calvary's cross as our Substitute, and rose 

triumphantly from the grave so that sin might be destroyed, Satan defeated, the sting 

of death removed.

-We sing unto the Lord because Jesus shortly before He died promised that the Helper 

would come to convict the world of sin and righteousness and judgment. And true to 

His Word, faithful to His promise the Helper, the Holy Spirit came.

-Yes, today we sing unto the Lord, for the gracious, wondrous working of the Holy Spirit 

in our lives and may that Holy Spirit continue to guide us into all truth-as it is in Christ 

Jesus.

-And one day, by His grace alone, we will sing unto the Lord in heaven's eternal day.

And may God grant this, for Jesus sake. Amen.  
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